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GATHERING

Prelude Linda Underwood

Welcome Pastor John Kuehner

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

Call to Worship Unity Choir / Misson Bells



Gathering Hymn Light Dawns on a Weary World ~ ELW 726
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I Light dawns on a wea -ty world when eyes be - gin  to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea-ry world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo -ple’s dig - m - ty Light dawns on a
bread and chil - dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness T1e - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out 1n  joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicage, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our savior Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. Grant that we may

believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior.
Amen

WORD
First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and
prosperity. Because of God's covenant with Israel, the people are
designated as “prisoners of hope.”

® Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 1 He will cut off
the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of
the earth. ! As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with
you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. !> Return to your

stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you
double.

Call and Response Reading: Psalm 145:8-14

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. Lord, you are good to all, and your
compassion is over all your works.



10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall
bless you. ! They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of
your power, ' that all people may know of your power and the glorious
splendor of your kingdom. '3 Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, LORD,
are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. !4 The
Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do
not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God
has set us free from such a futile existence.

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I
do the very thing I hate. '* Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that
the law is good. ' But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that
dwells within me. '3 For I know that the good does not dwell within me,
that 1s, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but
not the ability. I° For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not
want is what I do. 2 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who
do it but sin that dwells within me.

21'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. 2> For I delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. 2* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? 2>2 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!



Gospel Acclamation WOV Setting 5
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Gospel Verse

P: The Gospel according to Matthew C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel — Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to
one another, 17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ '8 “For John came neither eating
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; !° the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.” 2> At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; ¢ yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him. 2% “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 3 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor John Kuehner
Hymn of the Day Day by Day ELW 790
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I Day by day, vyour mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort

2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to bear;  oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er my heav’'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you 1in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor - tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor-row, I will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till 1in glo-ry [ be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leat, 1936-2005

Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under

Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

Prayers of Intercession

A: God in your mercy,

Offering Time and Reflection

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again to
judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Response to each petition

C: hear our prayer.

We believe that we are freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbor.

How do we respond to God's call to serve and love our
neighbors? We faithfully steward the gifts God has so
abundantly given to us. It is about how we use all that God
has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our
treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and
outside of the church walls and our homes.



Offertory Response ELW 695
As Saints of Old
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I Assaints of old their

first - fruits brought of

or - chard, flock, and field
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All nights reserved. Used by permission.
Offertory Prayer

Holy Communion

P: God be with you.
And also with you.

C:

P:
C

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




Holy, Holy WOV Setting 5
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high - estt Ho- san - na in the high est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day
our daily bread;

and forgive us
our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass
against us;

and lead us not

into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.




SENDING

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.
Sending Hymn This is My Song ELW 887
(Refer to right side)
Dismissal

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Linda Underwood



Sending Hymn This is My Song ELW 887
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I This 1is my song, O God of all the na- tions,
2 My coun - try’s skies are  blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This 18 my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - ver-leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on earth your will be done.
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This 1s my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O God, be lift - ed up till all shall serveyou,
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here are my hopes, my dreams, my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - 'ty - where as blue as  mine.
and hearts u - nit - ed learn to live as one.
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but oth - er hearts n oth - er lands are beat-ing
So  hear my song, O God of all the na-tions,
So hear my prayer, O God of all the na-tions;
N | \
Y P 3 | i i i
'wiJ“ e » &  — e
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for their land and for mine.
my - self I give you; let your will be done.

Text: Lloyd Stone, 19121993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3

Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957
Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company, st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Outside USA: Music © Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden.
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