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GATHERING 

Prelude                                                                   Linda Underwood
                                                                          

Welcome   Pastor John Kuehner
     

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,

  whose compassion endures forever. 

 C: Amen.

Call to Worship                                         Unity Choir / Misson Bells



Gathering Hymn              Morning Has Broken                   ELW 556



WORD

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them 

all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on 

their journey they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a 

great reputation. As they journey, they inaugurate sacrificial worship at 

every stopping point.

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of 

you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the 

one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 

from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and 

all the possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they 

had acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. 

When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the 

land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and 

said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar

Prayer of the Day

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the 

power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us 

to the new life of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen

Apostolic Greeting

 P:  The grace of our savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

 C:  And also with you.



to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the 

hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 

the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to the LORD and 

invoked the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages 

toward the Negeb.

Call and Response Reading: Psalm 33:1-12

1 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; praise is fitting for the upright. 
2 Praise the LORD with the lyre; make music for God with a ten-

stringed harp. 3 Sing for the LORD a new song; play your instrument 

skillfully with joyful sounds. 4 For your word, O LORD, is right, and 

faithful are all your works.  5 You love righteousness and justice;

your steadfast love fills the whole earth. 6 By your word were the

heavens made, by the breath of your mouth all the hosts of heaven.
7 You gather up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin and store up 

the depths of the sea. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all who 

dwell in the world stand in awe.  9 For God spoke, and it came to pass;

God commanded, and it stood fast. 10 The LORD brings the will of the 

nations to nothing and thwarts the designs of the peoples. 11 Your 

will, O LORD, stands fast forever, and the designs of your heart 

from age to age. 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For 

Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting 

that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive 

and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 

wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.



Gospel Acclamation                                                               ELW 175

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 

on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 

the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 

Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made 

you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would 

become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 

shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 

considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 

was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 

grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned 

to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be 

reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification.



Hymn of the Day      Have No Fear, Little Flock             ELW 764 

 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                                                                  Pastor John Kuehner

Gospel Verse

   P: The Gospel according to Matthew   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20     
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow 

me.” And he got up and followed him. 10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 

sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 

are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just 

died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then 

suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of 

his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he 

said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. 23 When Jesus 

came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is 

not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the 

hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of that district.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.

He will come again to 

judge the living and the 

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
                               
                              Amen.

Prayers of Intercession                                Response to each petition 

 A: God in your mercy,          C: hear our prayer. 

Offering Time and Reflection

We believe that we are freed in Christ 

to serve and love our neighbor.

How do we respond to God’s call to serve and love our 

neighbors? We faithfully steward the gifts God has so 

abundantly given to us. It is about how we use all that God 

has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our 

treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and 

outside of the church walls and our homes.



Offertory Response                                                             ELW 695 

 

Offertory Prayer

Holy Communion

 P:   God be with you.  P:   Lift up your hearts. 

 C:  And also with you.         C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to our God.     

 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

  

 

MEAL



Words of Institution  

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, 

 who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,

 thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day 

 our daily bread;

and forgive us 

 our trespasses,

as we forgive those

 who trespass 

 against us;

and lead us not 

 into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

 and the power, 

 and the glory,

    forever and ever. 

                                   Amen.

Holy, Holy                                                                   ELW Setting 10



Dismissal

 

 P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

 C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude                                                                 Linda Underwood

Post Communion Prayer

Blessing                                                         

 P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,

  Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

  and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

  ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Sending Hymn       O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate     ELW 772

(Refer to right side) 

SENDING 



Sending Hymn      O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate      ELW 772
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