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GATHERING
Prelude Linda Underwood

Welcome Pastor John Kuehner

Call to Worship Unity Choir and/or Misson Bells



Gathering Hymn Restore in Us, O God ELW 328
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I Re - store iIn us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0O Spir - it, wake In  us the won-der of your pow'r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the ris - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Confession and Forgiveness
Where have we struggled? Where have we been less than perfect?

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Pause for reflection and thought.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we often defer to our own interests at the expense of
others. We sometimes bend truth where honesty is needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with you, our God. Amen
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Confession and Forgiveness

P: The former things have passed away, and God now declares a
newness. Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you
in the love and acceptance found with Christ, and forgives our
shortfalls in = Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to
live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, Christ came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised
to new life in Christ and serve you all our days, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

WORD Amen
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiels vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a
nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God's
life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision
they will know that “I am the Lord.”

I'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full
of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word
of the LORD. ° Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢I will lay sinews on you and
will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am

the LORD.”



7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ® Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 101
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from
your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your
graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. *1 will put my
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,
says the LORD.”

Psalm 130

I'Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 2O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 3 If you
were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 4 Yet with
you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. ° I wait for you,
O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. * My soul waits for
the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more
than those who keep watch for the morning. ” O Israel, wait for

the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with the LORD there
is plenteous redemption. ® For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all
their sins.



Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy
Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful
desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God. ® But you are not in the flesh;
you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ' But if Christ
is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. !! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Lenten Acclamation ELW Setting 4
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

P: The Gospel according to St. John C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel — John 9:1-41

"'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, © after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was. did believed in him.



"'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, © after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Judeans
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. ' But those who
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” '! After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. ' Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ' For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, ' and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 2° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2 But even now I know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 23 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2° and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and
is calling for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the
village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 3! The Judeans who were with her in the house consoling
her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. 3> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Judeans who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to
him, “Lord, come and see.” 33 Jesus began to weep. 3¢ So the Judeans said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 3° Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” 4 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 4>
knew that you always hear me, but [ have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” 4> When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 4 The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and
let him go.”

4 Many of the Judeans, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor John Kuehner



Hymn of the Day Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;

3 As we wor-ship, grant us  vi - sion, tll your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:

still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in  its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,

mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar -dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
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Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvimns, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under

Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

Prayers of Intercession

A: God in your mercy,

Offering Time and Reflection

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again to
judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Response to each petition

C: hear our prayer.

We believe that we are freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbor.

How do we respond to God's call to serve and love our
neighbors? We faithfully steward the gifts God has so
abundantly given to us. It is about how we use all that God
has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our
treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and
outside of the church walls and our homes.



Offertory Response ELW 188
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.
Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
Offertory Prayer
Holy Communion
P: God be with you. P: Lift up your hearts.

C: And also with you. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Holy, Holy ELW 191
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san -na in the high - est,

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

ho - san - na in the high - est.

Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day
our daily bread;
and forgive us
our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass
against us;
and lead us not
into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.



SENDING

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
++ bless you now and always.

C: Amen.
Sending Hymn You Are the Way ELW 758
(Turn to final page)
Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude Linda Underwood



Sending Hymn
0

You Are the Way ELW 758
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You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we  flee;
You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis -dom can 1im - part;
You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
You are the way, the  truth, the life; grant wus that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in- form the mind and pu - n - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1 799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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