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GATHERING
Prelude Linda Underwood

Welcome Pastor John Kuehner

Call to Worship Unity Choir and/or Misson Bells



Gathering Hymn Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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1 Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre-cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.

there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran- somed soul shall find rest be-yond the rv - er.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
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Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915




Confession and Forgiveness

Where have we struggled? Where have we been less than perfect?

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Pause for reflection and thought.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we often defer to our own interests at the expense of
others. We sometimes bend truth where honesty is needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with you, our God. Amen

QT

P: The former things have passed away, and God now declares a
newness. Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you
in the love and acceptance found with Christ, and forgives our
shortfalls in -+ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to
live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. .

Prayer of the Day
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to
new birth to live abundantly. Strengthen our faith in your promises,
that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



WORD
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them
all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on
their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a
great reputation.

I'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 21 will make of you

a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one

who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.” 42So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went

with him.
Psalm 121

'T lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“ Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
> the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The LORD will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right
relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God but
entails trusting God's promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for
both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who
gives life to the dead.

I'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? ? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the
scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as something due. ° But to one who does not work but trusts him
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. !4 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. !> For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (who is the father of all of us, !7 as it is written, “I have made
you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.



Lenten Acclamation ELW Setting 4
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he 1s  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

P: The Gospel according to St. John C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel — John 3:1-17

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Judeans. 2 He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from

above.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly,
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ® What
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” ® The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things

be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet
you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? '3 No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Humanity. '# And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '° that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor John Kuehner



Hymn of the Day God Loved the World ELW 323
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus 18 the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are 1ll, if death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - 1y to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide n
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and Jus - t - fied by
Spir - i, Three n One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that 1is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under

Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

Prayers of Intercession

A: God in your mercy,

Offering Time and Reflection

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again to
judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Response to each petition

C: hear our prayer.

We believe that we are freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbor.

How do we respond to God's call to serve and love our
neighbors? We faithfully steward the gifts God has so
abundantly given to us. It is about how we use all that God
has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our
treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and
outside of the church walls and our homes.



Offertory Response ELW 188

0 |
Y D |
(o nam J -
N |
Cre-ate m me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
n | | [l [l
52 = —
4
spir-1t  with - in me. Cast me not a - way from your
0| L
Y ‘
r AW b I
o X
= .
pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - 1t from me. Re -
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.
Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
Offertory Prayer
Holy Communion
P: God be with you. P: Lift up your hearts.

C: And also with you. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Holy, Holy ELW 191
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and earth are  full of your glo-ry. Ho - san - na in the
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high - est. Bless - ed is  he who  comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the
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high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
Music: Per Harling, b. 1948
Music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, as we forgive those
who art in heaven, who trespass
hallowed be thy name, against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not
thy will be done, into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.
Give us this day For thine is the kingdom,
our daily bread; and the power,
and forgive us and the glory,
our trespasses, forever and ever.

Amen.



SENDING

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
++ bless you now and always.

C: Amen.
Sending Hymn Blessed Assurance ELW 638
(Turn to final page)
Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude Linda Underwood



Sending Hymn Blessed Assurance ELW 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all 1s at rest; [ in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it, washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait - ing, look -ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - 1or all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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