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GATHERING

Prelude Linda Underwood
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Welcome Pastor John Kuehner

Call to Worship Unity Choir and/or Misson Bells



Gathering Hymn The First Noel ELW 300
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night that  was so  deep.
tin-ued both  day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and frank - in - cense.
P |
Iy 1 P P i
~f : !
el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



P: In the name of the =+ triune God in whose presence we wait, the

Holy Parent - fulfilling the promise, the Holy Child - waiting to be
born, the Holy Spirit - illumining the way. Amen
Advent Hymn - The Magnificat — My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

Refrain
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My soul pro - claims

L a1
your great-ness, O God,

f) .
T % I 1 T I . | o | i
Fal ‘l_r-. [ 4 | l ) > J 1 _ t I ] l . . 3
<) &
my spir-it re - joic - es in the love of my Sav - ior
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You have looked with fa - vor on my sim - ple  ways,
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and I will praise you all of my days.
0 : N
T s e ] e
= | i [ ]
& = =: +— ———
1 You have called me bless - ed, done greatthingsfor me.
2 You have hum-bled the  might - y, scat-tered earth-ly pride.
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You have shown your mer - cy, set my spir-it  free.
You have strength-ened your ser-vants, kept us by your side.
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You have lift - ed the low - ly, sent the rich a - way
You have hon-ored your prom - ise made so long a - go.
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You have filled the hun - gry, and ho-ly is your name.
You have blessed your chil - dren from age to age,and so:

Joyous Light Evening Prayer by Ray Makeever, 1sBN 0-8006-5931-7. Copyright © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.



Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Oh God, to prepare the way of Christ. By his coming

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

WORD Amen
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David'’s royal
line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with
perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful
coexistence.

I' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. ® His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not
judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the
oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. ° Righteousness shall be the
belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. ¢ The wolf shall
live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion
will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. 3 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child
shall put its hand on the adder’s den. ° They will not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the
waters cover the sea. 1°On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Call and Response Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

I'Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s
son; 2 that he may rule your people righteouslyand the poor with
justice; 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,



and the hills, in righteousness.  Let him defend the needy among the
people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. > May he live as
long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. ® Let
him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that
water the earth. 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there
be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. !® Blessed are
you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be
filled with your glory. Amen.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

God s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God's blessed people has
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and
encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God's family.

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. > May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, ©so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors °
and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to
your name”’; 1 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
T and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples
praise him”; 2 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the
one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 13 May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.



Gospel Acclamation ELW 289
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Text: French carol: w. H. E Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 Music: GLORIA, French carol

Gospel Verse
P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel — Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ? “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ”” 4 Now John wore
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. > Then
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him,  and they were baptized
by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ° and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be
cut down and thrown into the fire. ' “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. !> His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor John Kuehner



Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.

Hymn of the Day People, Look East ELW 248
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I Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth 1s Dbare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath -er,
life to earth. Set ev -ty peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo -ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, 1is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, 1is on the  way.
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Music: BESANC"ON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under

Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

Prayers of Intercession

A: God in your mercy,

Offering Time and Reflection

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.

He will come again to
judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Response to each petition

C: hear our prayer.

We believe that we are freed in Christ
to serve and love our neighbor.

How do we respond to God's call to serve and love our
neighbors? We faithfully steward the gifts God has so
abundantly given to us. It is about how we use all that God
has entrusted to our care — our time, our talents and our
treasures — to love God and our neighbors, both inside and
outside of the church walls and our homes.



Offertory Response Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  Verse 2 only
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dim -ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the  night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and mn - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengeséiinge, Kdln, 1599

MEAL
Offertory Prayer

Holy Communion

P: God be with you. P: Lift up your hearts.
C: And also with you. C: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to our God.

P:
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Holy, Holy Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW 276
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZF.OBIE LEZY, Polish carol

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, as we forgive those
who art in heaven, who trespass
hallowed be thy name, against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not
thy will be done, into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.
Give us this day For thine is the kingdom,
our daily bread; and the power,
and forgive us and the glory,
our trespasses, forever and ever.

Amen.



SENDING

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing
P: May God who comes among us,
Creator, - Savior, and Sustainer,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the dimness,

and good news to share today and always.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry ~ ELW 249
(Turn to final page)
Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Keep Awake
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Linda Underwood



Sending Hymn

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry

ELW 249
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make  straight the
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way  like flow'rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
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